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Rivers & Streams: ¥ Agency
What 0s 1 ncl uded?

—

A Includes:
A6Main Riverd and 6O0r

A Canals, canalised rivers and ephemeral
watercourses (e.g. winterbournes &
headwaters)

A Ditches - rartificially created linear water-
conveyancing features <mwided ( n o
assessed using MoRPh survey)

ACan not be O6tradedbd
A Does not include:
A Coastal, or estuarine reaches.




Rivers & Streams: Assessment

o . ) H E 1
Existing river type Habitat distinctiveness Habitat condition Strategic significance Watercourse encroachment Riparian encraachment R,

as eref River type

Length ST e of . S
M positior e encroachment Multiplier ‘ Multiplier

Various elements contribute to the calculation of the Rivers & Stream
Biodiversity Units (RBUS):

Distinctiveness & Condition

Distinctiveness scores have the heaviest

" weighting in determining the
Condltlc_)n o overall RBU value.
Strategic Significance
Spatial Location
Time to target condition
Difficulty of creation / enhancement
Watercourse encroachment

Riparian encroachment Environment
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Rivers & Streams: Distinctiveness

The distinctiveness assessment is desk-based & uses the Priority
Habitats classification, as defined under Section 41 of the Natural
Environmental and Rural Communities Act, 2006.

2_Assessriver

1. Assess Pronty classification: main 3. On-site query - is
1 1 1 1 . Habitat classification river, ordinary Pt e
P I'I O rlty R IVG r H ab |tatS . using available data watercourse, ditch 2 'lﬁ;;:g“" d

sets or canal using
available data sets

A High hydro-morphological /
ecological status

FIGURE 8-1: Recommended stages to follow when assessing Distinctiveness®

A Chalk I’ive s TABLE 8-2: Distinctiveness categories for rivers and streams
A Wate rcourses W|th Water Distinctiven Metric Description Weighting Description
crowfoot assemblages (Habs Bl ———— -
. . Very High Is on the Prionty Habitat Rivers 8 Rivers — Prionty Habitat Rivers and
D|rect|ve Annex I) map streams of high hydro-
. . . morphological & ecological status
A ACt'Ve Shlngle rnvers High Rivers and streams (Other) 6 All other rivers streams that are not
A Headwater Stl’eamS classified as Priority River Habitat
Medium Canals 4 Canal
Ditch (see above)
Low 2 A covered channel or pipe

designed to prevent the obstruction
of a watercourse or drainage path

EnVir onment by an artificial construction®”.
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Rivers & Streams: Condition

Describes on-site physical habitat ) o
. . Coarse Alluvial ﬁ . (|
d Ive rS Ity_ "’“:L’:,‘, :1 (GT} rly bedrock I boulder g; cobble %

Condition is assessed via the . % @ F u
River Metric Survey T which is

H : . unconfined, partly
S p | It I n to - confined, (confined) gfavefs.;f:nbrg) )

1. Areach-scale desk-based o
assessment to dete

2. Asub reach-scale field-based &
assessment (based on MoRPh
methodology), in which various river
features that have been assigned pre-
determined weightings (both positive
and negative) are recorded.

SUBREACH 1
(MoRPh5)

(MoRPhS)

flow direction

REACH (Indicative River Type)
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Meandering Anastamosing

<
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Rivers & Streams: Condition

The survey captures: sediment,
vegetation, morphology and the
extent and severity of physical
modification to the channel, banks
and 10m riparian zone.
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Rivers & Streams: Condition

1.Range of condition scores

(weightings) has been Good :
. . Fairly Good 25
aligned with the area Vioderate S
metric (1-3 instead of 1-5). Fairly Poor 15
Poor 1

2.A default condition score of
1 (Poor) is entered where
the river is in a culvert.

3.Ditches have a separate
(non-MoRPh) condition
assessment sheet



