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Rivers & Streams:
Whatôs included? 

ÅIncludes:

ÅóMain Riverô and óOrdinary Watercoursesô

ÅCanals, canalised rivers and ephemeral 
watercourses (e.g. winterbournes & 
headwaters)

ÅDitches -ñartificially created linear water-
conveyancing features <5m wideò (not 
assessed using MoRPh survey)

ÅCan not be ótradedô with other habitats

ÅDoes not include:

ÅCoastal, or estuarine reaches. 
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Rivers & Streams: Assessment

Various elements contribute to the calculation of the Rivers & Stream 
Biodiversity Units (RBUs):

1. Distinctiveness 

2. Condition

3. Strategic Significance 

4. Spatial Location

5. Time to target condition 

6. Difficulty of creation / enhancement

7. Watercourse encroachment

8. Riparian encroachment

Distinctiveness & Condition

scores have the heaviest 

weighting in determining the 

overall RBU value.
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Rivers & Streams: Distinctiveness

The distinctiveness assessment is desk-based & uses the Priority 

Habitats classification, as defined under Section 41 of the Natural 

Environmental and Rural Communities Act, 2006. 

Priority River Habitats:

Å High hydro-morphological / 

ecological status

Å Chalk rivers

Å Watercourses with water 

crowfoot assemblages (Habs

Directive Annex I)

Å Active shingle rivers

Å Headwater streams
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Rivers & Streams: Condition

Describes on-site physical habitat 

diversity.

Condition is assessed via the 

River Metric Survey ïwhich is 

split into: 

1. A reach-scale desk-based 

assessment to determine óRiver Typeô.

2. A sub reach-scale field-based 

assessment (based on MoRPh 

methodology), in which various river 

features that have been assigned pre-

determined weightings (both positive 

and negative) are recorded. 
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Rivers & Streams: Condition

The survey captures: sediment, 

vegetation, morphology and the 

extent and severity of physical 

modification to the channel, banks 

and 10m riparian zone.
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Rivers & Streams: Condition

1.Range of condition scores 

(weightings) has been 

aligned with the area 

metric (1-3 instead of 1-5).

2.A default condition score of 

1 (Poor) is entered where 

the river is in a culvert.

3.Ditches have a separate 

(non-MoRPh) condition 

assessment sheet


